Chemoprevention for prostatic carcinoma: The role of flutamide in patients with prostatic intraepithelial neoplasia.
High-grade prostatic intraepithelial neoplasia (HGPIN) is believed to be a precursor for prostatic adenocarcinoma. The prevalence of prostatic intraepithelial neoplasia (PIN) increases with advancing age. Autopsy studies suggest that PIN may precede the development of prostatic adenocarcinoma by up to 10 years. As such, HGPIN is believed to be a marker of increased risk. This provides a potential opportunity for chemoprevention. Flutamide is 1 agent with potential activity and limited side effects that may act to prevent or delay the onset of prostatic adenocarcinoma in men with HGPIN. A clinical trial is currently underway to assess the efficacy of flutamide.